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Issue of 1 J Dr. JOHN WOODSON, and his wife Sara + 
1* 2 John? was bern about the year 1632 at bleur de it waiclee “Lor as it was 

sometimes called, Piersey’s Hundred, a plantation ow the south side of 

James River, in what is now Prince George county, Virginia. : 

With the exception of his remarkable preservation from the fudtes, 
during the massacre on the 18th of April, 1644, nothing is known of him 
until 1679 when (as stated in William and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. 
XT) he is enumerated among the “tithables" at Curles, a pli ritation on the 
north side of James River, above Fleur de Hundred. 4 

He was married probably about the year 1054 but the name ‘of his 
wife has not been handed’ down to us. He died September, 1684. “On 
August 20, 1684, he made his will which was proved October 1, 1684, In 
it he mentions his wife without giving her name, and two sons, John, and 
Robert ‘who hath labored for himsclf three years." He mentions also 
son Robert's two children, Jane and Samuel; and brother, Robert's five 
sons, John, Robert, Richard, Joseph and Benjamin, ‘designating the ehlest 
as cousin John Woodson, meaning nephew, as was the custom then.” 
(Wm. & Mary Qtly., V. XI.) 

Robert? was born, according to his own deposition, in ihe year 1634, int 
“Fleur de Hundred, on the south side of James River, in what is now Prince 
George county! Virginia, some miles above Jamestown. - 

It was here that the family lived at the time of the massacre by the 
Indians on the 18th of April, 1644, when Robert and his elder brother 
John were saved by being thrust into a pit made for the purpose of keeping 
potatoes; from which circumstance their descendants, for several gencra- 
tions bore the sobriquet of Potato Hole Woodsons.”’ , - 

From this time nothing is definitely known of 3 Robert? ‘and his 
brother 2 John? until 1679 when both of them are enumerated among the 
“tithables” at Curles, a plantation on the north side of James River in - 
Henrico county, a short distance above Fleur.de Hundred. This’ place, 
later, became noted as the seat of the Randolph family. At an early age, 
possibly about the year £050, 3 Robert Woodsou? married Elizabeth Ferris, 
daughter of Richard Ferris of Carles. “She was descended from an ancient 
_ Norman family, Henri de Ferricrs of Gascony. Yo American Ancestry, 
‘vol. VET, is the following statement; ‘The Ferris family was originally 
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preat-prandfather, and died in the year 1687, 
frame puton ic this (4th of December, 1794. Signed, Charles Woodsoa."' 
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i i 24 THE WOODSONS AND THEIR CONNECTIONS 
. from Leicestershire, England, descended from Henri de Ferriers, son of . l 
: Gwalchelme de Ferriers, Master of Horse to the Duke of Normandy.’" 4 
: (Americans of Gentle Birth, vol. 1, p. 358.) ; ao if 
“There ts a grant of 1785 acres of land October 21, 1687, to Mr. (1 
Robert Woodson, Mr. Richard Ferris, Mr. Giles Carter, Wiliam Ferris uy 
and Roper Comins, at White Ouk Swamp, on the north side of James ° : 
River, in the parish of Varina. 3 Rohpert Woodson,? in 1707, made a deed h 
to his grandsons, 59 William Lewis, Jr.“ and 60 Joseph Lewis.’ (Wm. & ‘4 
ai Mary QOtly., V. IX, p. 255.) The date of his death is not known, but it: if 
: was shortly after making this deed, as he was about seventy-three years un 
i old at that time. It is not positively known what public service he rendered ts 
: the colony but living as he did, at a time when every man had to bear his ! 
1 share of the public burden, it is confidently believed that, as a citizen and » 
. a member of the colony, he was faithful in the performance of his duty, as t! 
his descendants have.ever been. In some publications he is frequently H 
spoken of as Colonel Robert Woodson. If he held the military rank of 5 
co colonel, it was of course by authority of the British government, as the Ky 
as entire colony was under British control at that time. Fs 
be ree : 
ie ‘“ Issue of 2 JOHN WOODSON? (John!) and his wife whose name is not known. ; 
a 1* § 4 John? born about 1655 at Curles, in Henrico county, Virginia, was married : 
cay i about 1677 to Mary Tucker, daughter of Samuel Tucker (Master of the = 
i ; Ship Vine Tree) and his wife, Jane. After the death of Samucl Tucker, r, 
i his widow, Jane Tucker, marricd John Pleasants, of Curles, in Henrico é 
an , county, Virginia. 4 John Woodson! died in 1700. He made his will May ey 
we ' 1, 1700, and his widow, Mary Tucker Woodson made her will in 1710. $ 
i ' In both wills the names of their four children are mentioned as follows: ‘c 
7 Joseph, Samuel Tucker, Benjamin and Jane. tes 2 
2 : : i 
. Il * 5 Robert,’ born al.vut 1657 at Curles, in Henrico county, was married about ; ( 
as 168) but the name of bis wife is not known. Two of their children, Jane og} 
3 and Samuel, were liviag in 1684 and were mentioned by their grandfather d 
a 2 John Woodson? in his will dated August 20, 1684. The will also states i | 
= that 5 Robert? bad then been laboring for himself three years; from which onan 
- statement it is inferred that Robert had married and left the paternal roof } 
. about the vear LoS and was then making his own way in the world. yj 
b 
Issue of 3 ROBERT WOODSON: (John!) and Elizabeth Ferris. é | 
" 1 * 6 John, ‘This ix the ‘cousin’? (nephew) John Woodson mentioned by his ‘4 
1. tele, 2 Joba Woodson, in his will dated August 20, 1684. He was bern, fn | 
» probably about foS8, at Cuctes in Henrico county, was a merchant by " 
— eccupation and marricd Judith ‘Farleton, daughter of Stephen Tarleton of f: } 
j New Keat county. ‘There is a looking-glass which formerly belonged to | 
ae Chiashes Vian Der Veer Woodson of Prince Edward county, which bears ; 
: this inscriptione ‘This glass belonged to Stephen Tarleton who was my 
I have had the present 
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Phe council at London had appointed Lord Dela War, governor of South Virginia.’ He- 


arrived at Jamestown in the sunmmer of 1010 with a considerable number of emigrants and a 
large cargo af supplies, and immediately assumed charge of colonial affairs. The charter was 
amended frome time to time and new povernors frequently appointed, as the terms of service 
were usually of short duration, owing: to resignation, death or other causes of removal. 

Fhuigrants were constantly being sent over from the Mother Country untii the white 
population of Virginia had increased to about one thousand soals in 1617, The office of gover- 
nor had changed hands offen; sometimes being occupied by men of no talent for leadership; 
at other times by men of marked executive abillty:and so the condition of the colouay brightened 
or was depressed according to the efficiency or inefficiency of the local administration. 

When Governor Dale returned to England in 1618, Sir George Yeardley was appointed to 
suceced him. The colony at this time numbered nearly two thousand men of high character; 
anny of them beig younger sons of the nobility who had come to the new country to make 
their own fortunes and were not afraid nor ashamed to do the work necessary to accomplish 
that end. These young gentlemen, owing to the law of primogeniture, lived at home under 
a very great disadvantage, and could accomplish something for themselves, only by going to 
some part of the world where that law was not operative in its strictest construction ;“On the 
29th day of January, 1619, the ship George sailed from England and in the follenfang April 
landed at Jamestown, Virginia, This vessel brought the new governor, Sir George Yeardicy 
and dbout one hundred passengers; among whom were Dr. John Woodson, of Dorsetshire, and 
his wife Sara, whom he had married in Devonshire. 

f. Dr. John Woodson came in the capacity of surgeon to a company of soldiers who were 
sent over for the better protection of the colonists; for the Indians about this time were scowling 
and seemed disposed to resent further encroachments of the white man. 27 

It was during the administration of Governor Yeardley that the settlements were divided 
into cleven burroughs, each of which was alowed two representatives. These representatives 
were called burgesses, and when assembled, constituted the house of burgesses, which, with the 
yovernor and council, formed the general assembly or colonial government. This generil 
assembly convened at Jamestown, June 19, 1619, and was the first legislative assembly to per- 


form its functions in Virginia, er or 


2 


Ds. John Weodson whe can: ever in tie ship George with Governor Yeardley, was a man 
of high character and of great value to the young colony. He was born 1586, in Devonshire, 
Eneland, matriculated at St. John's College, March 1, 1604, at the age of eighteen, as indicated 

sin the chart. (See Pntroduction.) ‘ . 

Like other young gentlemen of his time, he, no doubt had a desire to sce the new country 
in which the Virginia Company of London had planted their colony a dozen years previously: 
so at the age of thirty-three he, with his young wife, Sara, embarked on the ship George and 
Landed at famestown, April, 1619. : 

Sometime in 1620 a back looking vessel landed at Jamestown, having on board about 
Twenty hegre captives whont the Dutch skipper had kidnapped somewhere on the coast of 
Arica. These were sold to the colonints #8 slaves and found to be quite profitable in the 
cultivation of tobaceo which was the sGtple crop at that time. 

Dr. Johan Woodsen, at this time of shortly afterwards, bought six of these Africans who 
were registered in 1023 as part of his houschold, and simply as Negars, without giving them 
THEE Tha dtites, 

; Teowots also daring: Chis veser, 16%), chat the Pondon Company sent over about one hundred 
tats, respectihle young women possessed of ied wealth but of irreproachable character, who 
desired to seek their fartitnes in the new wet hh. “These young women were not permitted to remain 
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a great while in single blessedness. Their hans weg: eagerly sought in marriage by the young 
men of the colony. When a young man had wooed and woo the aiid of his choice, in order 
that she might become bis wife, he was required to pay in tolaecea, the price of her passage 
across the ocean. 

The relations between the Indians and the white columnist. appeared to be tiendly enough, 
but underneath the placid surface Jay a black plot which burst orth in all its horror on the 
22nd diay of March, 1622. 

While the colonists were engaged in their usual vocations, the Endians suddenty fell upon 
the settlements and killed three hundred and forty-seven men, women god children fica ine 
credibly short space of time. Ofcourse the Indians were made to sulter ample pusishinent for 
this ontrage. Every man who could handle a yun, took the field and the savages were ttiuated 
dewn and killed without mercy and driven back into the depths of the wilderness. “ihe 
ensued a period of respite from Indian depredations, 

In the meantime the colonists extended their se(dlements further inte the interior and up 
both sides of the James River. : 

Dr. John Woodson focated-at Fleur de Hundred, or, as it was sometimes called, Piersey's 
Hundred, some thirty miles above Jamestown on the south side of James River in what is now 
Prince George county. He and his wife, Sara, and their six negro slaves were registered at 
Fleur de Hundred in February, 1623. It was, no doubt, at this place that their two sons, 
John and Robert, were born. Robert was born in 1634 and John probably in 1632. 

The governor, Sir George Yeardley, died November 1627 and the council clected) Francis 
West to act as governor in his place until another should be appointed. The King appointed 
Sir John Harvey to succeed Yeardiey. He was no stranger in the colony, had been a member 
of the council and was very unpopular. He continued in office until 1642 when he was suc- 


ceeded by Sir William Berkley. * 8. ; 
King James I. diect March 27, 1625, and was succeeded by his son Charles I. who reinstated 


Sir George Yeardiey as governor of Virginia. i 

The colonists lived in constant dread of another outbreak on the part of the Indians, for 
there had never been any real peace nor confidence between the two races since the great 
massacre of 1622. 

‘Twenty-two years had passed and the fire of revenge was still smouldering in the heart of 
the bloodthirsty chief, Opechankano, who had matured another scheme for slaughtering the 
whites. Bs i 

On the 18th day of April 1644, the Indians made a sudden attack upon the settlements 
and killed about three hundred of the colonists before they were repulsed. 

At this time Dr. John Woodson's two sons, Join and Robert, were respectively twelve 
and ten years of age. ; 

There is a cherished family tradition that, on the day of this second massacre, Dr. John 
Woodson, while returning from visiting a patient, wis killed by the Indians in sight of his home. 
The Indians then attacked the house which was barred against them and defended by his wife, 
Sara, and a man named Ligon (a shoemaker) who happened to be there at the moment. The 
only weapon they had was an old time gun which Ligon handled with deadly effect. At the 
first fire he killed three Indians, and two at the second shot. In the meantime two Indians 
essayed to come down through the chimney; but the brave Sara seatded one of them to death 
with a pot of boiling water which stood on the fire: then seizing the iron roasting spit with both 
hands, she brained the other Indian, killing him instantly. 

The howling mob on the outside took fright and fled; but Ligon fired the third time and 


killed two more, making nine in all. 
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es ys oe 
: At the first ahiros, Mes. Woodsen fad hidden her two boys, one under a large washtub and say 
the other in a hab: where they were aecustomed to keep potatoes during the winter, hoping in a. a ‘é 
this Waty te sive thend in the event the Indians succeeded in entering the rude log cabin in which <a s. 
they fived), a: oer) 
Fram this circumstance, for several generations, the descendants of one of these boys ‘a 
were called ‘Tub Woodsons"” and Chose of the other were designated as ‘Potato Hole Woud- tl 
sons.” 2 eat a 
The old gun which rendered such valuable service on that dreadful 18th day of April, 1644, ae 
is still i the ae of the descendants of the late Charles Woodson, of Prince ae 
Edward county. Mr. C. W. Venable, kite of that county, writing of it says: ‘‘The gun is, 5 a 


Y by exact measurement, seven feet six inches in Jength, and the bore is so large that I can easily 
put my whole thumb into it. When first nade it was eight feet long, but on account of some 
injury i was sent to England to be repaired and the gunsmith cut off six inches of the barrell.” 

As if to commemorate his bravery on this historic occasion, the name of Ligon was 
rudely carved upon the stock. The gun is now (1915) in the possession of Mr. Wm. V. Wilson, 
a prominent lawyer of Lynchburg, Virginia. © 

Alter this second massacre, the war with the Indians continued about two years; when 
their power was completely broken, and in 1646 a treaty was made by which they relinquished 
the hind of their fathers and retired further into the wilderness. At (his time the colony was 
tat very Nourishing condition; commerce was largely increased; more than thirty ships were 
engaged inthe carrying trade, and the population in 1648 had increased to twenty thousand. 
(See UL S. Tistory.) ,” 

Many inquiries have been made as to whatever became of Mrs. Sara Woodson, one of the 
heroines of April 18, 1644; but nothing is known of her since that time. It is but reasonable 
to suppose that she lived long enough to bring up her two boys in the paths of rectitude and to 
instil into them the principles of righteousness and the spirit of loyalty and pornotion for 
which their descendants have been distinguished, < F 
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